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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Context of this Report 
 

1.1.1 This report is prepared by Bedford Borough Council (the ‘Council’) in response to Deadline 
3 (26 May 2026) and the Examining Authority’s Question 1 (issued 5 May 2026). 
 

1.1.2 It is noted that: 
a) The Council has reviewed the Applicant’s response [REP1-055] to the Council’s Local 

Impact Report [REP1-071] and are currently in joint discussion with the other Host 
Authorities and the Applicant in reviewing matters and issues as identified – this 
remains work in progress as reflected in the draft Statement of Common Ground 
[REP2-036] (April 2026) and the Council’s on-going tracker. 
 

b) The Council notes the Examining Authority’s Rule 13 Letter setting out the two Issue 
Specific Hearings (9 June).  The Council will avail themselves in-person accordingly. 

 
c) With regards to the Compulsory Acquisition Hearing (10 June),  the Council notes that 

the Applicant has identified no plots/ land that fall within the Council’s ownership 
and/or responsibilities that may be subject to compulsory acquisition.  
 
However,  in light of the Council’s review of the land and property rights and powers 
as requested by the Applicant (as reference in the Land and Crown Land Plan [APP-
008]; the Street Works, Rights of Way and Access Plan [APP-010]; the Draft DCO 
Agreement [APP-016]; the Book of Reference [APP-021]; the Land and Rights 
Negotiation Tracker [APP-022]; and, the outline Public Right of Way Management Plan 
[APP-159]) the Council will be attending this session to update the ExA on current state 
of negotiations. To aid this discussion the Council is currently preparing a report which 
they would want to submit prior to this hearing. 
 
The Council intends to submit a comprehensive response by Deadline 4 (10 July).  The 
Council has set out their working position regarding this matter in the cover letter to 
Council’s Response (Deadline 2) para 1.3.6 (28 April). 

 
d) The Host Authorities are in on-going discussions, including legal review, of the DCO 

Agreement and associated Management Plans. The Council notes that the Applicant 
has submitted amendments to these plans - the Council intends to submit a 
comprehensive response by Deadline 4 (10 July). 

 
1.1.3 This Report is solely that of Bedford Borough Council, submitted without prejudice, and 

signed-off under delegated authority (Bedford Borough Council, Planning Committee 
Scheme of Delegation, adopted 2nd February 2022). 
 

1.2 Material as submitted under Deadline 3 (Rule 8 Letter) 
 

1.2.1 Response to ExQ1: as set out in this report. 
 

1.2.2 Comments on any updated or additional documents submitted by the Applicant at Deadline 
2: as noted, this remains work in progress and currently the Council has no comment to 
make. 



Bedford Borough Council  I  Deadline 3  I   26 May 2026 FINAL 
 

4 

OFFICIAL – Unsecured DM Planning  

 

1.2.3 Any further information requested by the ExA under Rule 17 of the examination rules: the 
Council note that to date none has been requested from the Council. 

1.2.4 Comments on any further information requested by the ExA and received by Deadline 2: the 
Council has no comment to make. 

 
PD-QA/end 
 

 


















